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are Americans. And for some of us, 
though, let me just say, for some of us, 
this is an America that we know very 
well, an America that is often swept 
under the rug by lawmakers and the 
media. 

The truth is, there are almost 36 mil-
lion Americans living in poverty in the 
United States. There are more than 15 
million living in extreme poverty. 

What does that mean? According to 
the Census Bureau, it means that a 
family of three is living on less than 
$14,680 a year. They define extreme 
poverty as half of that. In 2003, the 
number of children living in poverty, 
this number grew by a half a million. 
Since President Bush took office, the 
number of poor people in America has 
grown by 17 percent. Is this the real 
state of this ownership society that we 
keep hearing about? 

It is unacceptable. The Bush adminis-
tration policies of tax cuts for the 
wealthy and cutting funding from the 
programs that provide for economic 
and domestic security in order to pay 
for this unnecessary war in Iraq are 
only making matters worse. That is 
why we must call for the President to 
develop a plan to eliminate poverty by 
2010. 

f 

CALLING FOR AN INVESTIGATION 
INTO THE LACK OF TIMELY RE-
SPONSE TO HURRICANE 
KATRINA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. SCOTT) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise with indeed a heavy heart, as so 
many in America do. This is an ex-
traordinary time in our country. My 
heart goes out to all of those thousands 
and thousands of people in the gulf 
area that have lost everything. This is 
one of our darkest hours, and let us 
hope some bright light can shine very, 
very quickly. But in order for that 
bright light to shine, Mr. Speaker, we 
must realize the importance of having 
an investigation quickly. 

Let me hurry up and say that this in-
vestigation is not a blame game, be-
cause we already know where the 
blame is. It is for those individuals who 
had the responsibility. It has been a 
failure of leadership at the national 
level. Here in Congress, a failure of 
leadership. At the White House, a fail-
ure of leadership. The President, a fail-
ure of leadership. Our military, a fail-
ure of leadership. And our Homeland 
Security, a failure of leadership. In 
FEMA, a failure of leadership. And we 
must examine that now so that we can 
prepare quickly for the next disaster, 
because it is coming, or a terrorist at-
tack. There have been mistakes after 
mistakes after mistakes. That is why 
we need a thorough investigation of 
what went wrong in the Federal re-
sponse to Katrina, and why there was 
such a delay. Delay after delay after 
delay. 

We must not try to skirt around and 
assume and put blame, unrighteous 
blame, on the city of New Orleans and 
their police department and mayor, 
who were victims. They were suffering 
from the flood. They were suffering 
from the hurricane. Here is a Category 
5 hurricane coming at a city 6 feet 
below sea level and 30 percent of its 
population below the poverty level. 
Where was that plan? Their police de-
partments immediately disseminated. 
Several of their policemen were killed 
in the flood. They were not able to do 
it. And then to hide behind and go to 
the Governor and say, where is the 
Governor in this? We cannot fault the 
Governor for this, nor the mayor. This 
was a national disaster, and the na-
tional leadership failed. 

We must move quickly to get an in-
vestigation so we can determine what 
went wrong. The need for this inves-
tigation, like I said, is not simply to 
find blame, but it is to prepare us for 
future disasters and attacks. We can-
not delay in this investigation, because 
time is of the essence. Questions must 
be asked and corrections in the system 
must be made while the timeline of the 
responses is still fresh in our minds of 
actually what happened and why, be-
cause we do not know how soon the 
next event will happen. 

This was on television, Mr. Speaker, 
for everyone to see. We cannot run and 
hide from this one. And I tell my col-
leagues, in looking at the television, no 
matter what it is, this is not a Repub-
lican problem, it is not a Democratic 
problem; it is an American problem, 
and America is expecting us to stand 
up for America. 

There are two essential questions 
that must be raised and answered. The 
first one is, why did it take the mili-
tary so long? Six days. Bodies floating 
in New Orleans. Flooding up to the 
rooftops. People trying to get rescued. 
And on every television station, Fox 
News, Shepard Smith, my hat is off to 
him. Tears in his eyes saying, Where is 
our military? Where are people, 
Geraldo, cradling a baby, with tears 
coming down his face. Where is our 
President? Where is our Congress? 
Where is our FEMA? Where is our 
Homeland Security? A failure. We de-
serve to investigate this quickly, and 
get answers. 

And then the other question, Mr. 
Speaker, that is on everybody’s mind is 
this one: What role did race and pov-
erty and class play in this? 

We cannot hide behind the sensitivi-
ties of this. Some of these questions 
are very unpleasant. They were not 
created by you or me, but they are 
there. Those were black and poor peo-
ple who feel that if those people were 
white, that would not be happening if 
they were white and middle class. I am 
not the only one asking this. African 
Americans are not the only ones ask-
ing this. White people, too, are asking 
this. We need an investigation to get to 
the bottom of this particular question. 

And then this other question, Mr. 
Speaker: Why can an administration 

who can, without a declaration of war, 
without authority from Congress, in-
vade another country, topple its gov-
ernment, and then can do it in 24 or 72 
hours, but it took them 6 days to re-
spond to sick children and people on 
ventilators who had passed away. We 
have to ask the question, Mr. Speaker, 
because the great tragedy here is not 
Katrina, it is the tens of thousands of 
American citizens’ lives that were lost 
because their Federal Government 
failed them. We owe it to the American 
people, Mr. Speaker, to quickly put to-
gether a commission, just like we did 
with 9/11, with subpoena power, and get 
to the bottom of this and fix it so that 
we can put back together and protect 
this country. 

f 

RELIEF EFFORTS FOR HURRICANE 
KATRINA VICTIMS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GREEN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I am proud of what I have 
seen of what is happening not only in 
America, but also in my home State of 
Texas. I think we are all an America, 
where the tragedy occurred in Lou-
isiana, Mississippi, and Alabama last 
week, and the human and economic 
cost is unprecedented in our history. I 
know our Congress will respond to 
that. 

We pray daily for those who have 
been affected by this terrible storm, 
and as we say in southeast Texas, 
‘‘There but for the grace of God go us’’ 
in southeast Texas, because we have 
had our storms and our floods, and that 
is why I think we have been so willing 
to help, particularly in Texas as a 
whole, our neighbors to the east, most-
ly Louisiana, but possibly Mississippi 
and Alabama. 

I rise to focus on the relief efforts for 
these evacuees, thousands of which are 
in my hometown of Houston, Texas. 
Getting folks out of harm’s way is the 
first objective, and we then have to 
provide for them during the many 
months it takes to recover from this 
disaster. 

b 1915 
Today there are over 30,000 in four 

mega-shelters in Houston where Tex-
ans are being the best friends in need 
that they can be. The Reliant Astro-
dome, Reliant Center, Reliant Arena, 
and George R. Brown Convention Cen-
ter are full or filling up with evacuees. 

The American Red Cross has shelters 
around the area with an estimated 2,600 
displaced persons, including Baytown, 
Texas. And the people of our area, 
whether in Baytown or across our 
county, are responding to this tragedy. 
Countless people are working long 
hours to serve, particularly, I know, a 
Baytown City Council member, Sammy 
Mahan, and Fire Marshal Bernard Olive 
who literally formed their own shelter 
and provided so much assistance to our 
neighbors. 
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